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of the Highest Truth by him. Extraordinarily gifted as he was to garb the highest metaphysical truths in a poetic language of wonderful depth and profundity, he made the dizzy heights of Advaita appear like a land rich with the verdure of noblest human aspiration and fragrant with the flowers of finest emotions. His revelation of the glory and the majesty of the soul, his exaltation of renunciation, his exhortation for the life of burning self-less love, his reiteration of the Divine nature of man, his call for a practical test of the highest truths of the Vedanta, made him stand out as the apostle of a new Spiritual Reformation, The unspeakable power of his personality behind his utterances, made every word tell like a thunderbolt upon his audience. In one of his lectures on Maya he rose to such heights of feeling that his whole audience were transported out of themselves, so much so that they lost all sense of personality, as it were, being merged in the consciousness of the Highest for the time being. In such moments as these, his hearers admitted, a teacher can transmit his realisation even by a spoken word and make his pupils touch the borderlands of the Infinite. As was usual with the Swami, all these lectures were delivered on the spur of the moment, without the least preparation.
During the months of October and November the Swami also received numerous invitations to lecture in private drawing-rooms, in fashionable clubs and to select audiences in London and Oxford. He made a friend of Canon Wilberforce who had received him at his residence in Westminster with great cordiality and marked attention, and became a keen'student of the Vedanta -philosophy. Several times he spoke before the Sesame Club, some of whose members became the ardent followers of his teaching. Among many other celebrities with whom he came in contact were Mr. Frederick H. Myers, the well-known author, of several psychological works, the Rev. John Page Hopps, the Nonconformist minister, Mr. Moncure D. Conway, the Positivist and peace advocate, Dr. Stanton Coit, the Rev. Charles Voysey, the Theistic leader, Mr. Edward Carpenter, the